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1. Background 


The Fund was established in 1976 to 
support the mandate of the 
Department of Justice in promoting 
criminal law reform. In particular, 
the role of the Fund is to facilitate 
the development of new approaches 
to criminal law reform as well as to 
identify and address new issues in 
criminal law reform. 


2. Objectives 


Under the Treasury Board terms and 
conditions for the Fund, the objective 
is to promote legislative and non- 
legislative reform of the criminal law 
in specific areas which have been 
identified by the department as 
having high priority and which 
would: 


e facilitate discussion with and 
obtain the assistance of authorities 
and experts outside the 
department or 


@ promote consultation upon and 
disseminate information about new 
approaches to specific criminal law 
problems or 


e establish experimental projects to 
test these new approaches or 


@ provide baseline information prior 
to legislative reform of the 
criminal law or 


e assess the impact of legislative 
reform of the criminal law. 


3. Priorities 


The ongoing priorities for the Fund 
are to: 


® examine and assess the reports of 
the Law Reform Commission of 


Canada; 


e directly advance the current 
priorities of the department in the 
implementation of criminal law 
reform. In recent years these 
priorities have included victims, 
sentencing, police powers, and 
sexual offences against children 
and youth. 


4. Categories of Projects 


The department will consider 
funding a project or activity in the 
following categories: 


e short-term demonstration or pilot 
projects to test or facilitate the 
implementation of criminal law 
reforms; 


® conferences on specific areas of 
legislative or non-legislative 
criminal law reform; 


® symposia, seminars and workshops 
on specific areas of legislative or 
non-legislative criminal law 
reform; 


@ research on and assessments of the 
impact of legislative or non- 
legislative criminal law reforms; 


® preparation and publication of 
public legal education materials, 
including printed, audio and video 
products; 


@ consultations between experts in 
criminal law matters and Depart- 
ment of Justice officials; 


© feasibility studies of the likely 
impact of legislative or non- 
legislative criminal law reforms; 


e short-term assistance, including 
administrative support, for projects 
which facilitate the implementation 
of criminal law reforms; 


@ preparation and publication of 
reports, conference proceedings, 
and special issues of journals. 


5. Categories of Recipients 


The department will consider 
funding a project or activity from 
applicants in the following categories: 


e Non-governmental organizations: 
a non-profit organization that is 
established to serve a membership 
or purpose related to a specific 
service, profession or occupation 
and which is not under the 
direction of any level of 
government; 


e Voluntary organizations: a non- 
profit organization staffed by 
unpaid volunteers that is 
established to provide a specific 
public service and which is not 
under the direction of any level of 
government; 


e The government of any province 
or territory, including any 
provincial or territorial agency 
under the direction of such a 
government, including specific 
courts, law enforcement and 
correctional projects; 


e Academic institutions, including 
institutes, centres, special-purpose 
groups and programs devoted to 
research or policy development; 


e Individuals, including consultants, 
researchers and academics. 


6. Criteria for Approval 


In considering project proposals for 

funding, the following criteria will be 

considered: 

e The relevance of the proposed 
project to the Fund objectives and 
departmental priorities; 


e The nature or category of the 
project proposed; 


e The target group or audience for 
the project (if not the general 
public); 


e The scope of the project (national, 
regional, provincial, local); 


e The duration of the project; 


@ The level of interest and support 
given to the project by a provincial 
or territorial government, 
governmental agency, non- 
government organization, 
voluntary organization, etc., as 
indicated through letters of 
support for the project; 


© The level of local support where a 
demonstration project is to 
continue following the expiry of 
the contribution; 


e The amount of financial support 
obtained from other sources; 


e The amount of financial support 
requested; 


e The appropriateness of the amount 
of financial support requested for 
the type or category of project; 


e The level of previous financial 
contributions from the 
department; 


e The availability of contribution 
funds within the department. 


When funding part of a project or 
activity, the application should 
identify specific budget items for 
which support is requested. 


Where expenditures for specific 
budget items or for the whole 
activity are less than the amount 
approved for contribution, then the 
excess of revenues over expenses will 
be returned to the department. 
Where financial contributions have 
been received from other sources as 
well as from the department, any 
excess of revenues over expenses will 
be returned on a pro rata basis. 


7. Items Specifically Excluded 


The department will not fund the 
following items or activities: 


e honoraria paid to conference, 
symposium, seminar or workshop 
speakers, unless in exceptional 
circumstances; 


® entertainment expenses of 
conference, symposium, seminar or 
workshop participants. 


Where the above items appear in a 
budget, then the total expenditures 
will be reduced by these amounts. 


8. Applications 


Applications for a financial 
contribution from the Fund must be 
submitted using the Department of 
Justice Application For Funding form 
where possible and should include 
the following supporting material: 


@ A statement of the need for the project, 
including the background to and 
history of the project; 


@ A statement of the objectives of the 
proposed project, including an 
indication of their relevance to the 
applicant’s goals and to the 


objectives and priorities of the 
Fund; 


@ A description of the organizational 
structure and names of principal 
personnel; 


A project workplan describing in full 
the activities and scheduling of 
these activities as well as an 
indication of how they meet the 
project objectives; 


A summary of the anticipated outcome or 
results, their anticipated impact, 
and the target audience or clients; 


An outline for an evaluation of the project 
outcomes, including the criteria for 
success or failure and a description 
of the recordkeeping of the 
outcomes; 


A development plan where a 
demonstration project is to 
continue after the expiry of the 
contribution; 


A complete budget, identifying the 
projected total revenues and 
projected total expenditures, 
including: 


- Personnel costs, including gross 
wages, employee benefits, 
consultation and contract fees, 
Clce 


- Administration and management 
costs, including office equipment 
rental, telephone and utilities, 
materials and supplies, postage, 
travel, consultation, etc.; 


—- Other costs related to the 
prodution of publications, audio- 
visuals, etc., or specific costs 
related to conferences; 


- A list of revenues and other 
sources of funding for the 
project, including any revenues 
generated by the project and the 
amount of financial support 
already received or approved as 
well as a list of other sources 
from which funding support has 
been requested; 


- A history of previous funding 
from the department; 


e An indication that the applicant 
will submit activity reports, if 
required, and at least two copies of 
any materials produced; 


e An indication that the applicant 
will participate with the 
department in an evaluation of the 
project if requested to do so, 
including on-site visits where 
necessary or appropriate in order 
to engage in an on-the-spot 
evaluation and determination of 
effectiveness; 


e Other supporting letters of 
endorsement from relevant 
agencies and organizations; 


e A declaration that the applicant 
has suitable authority to seek 
financial assistance; 


e An agreement to acknowledge the 
financial assistance of the 
Department of Justice Canada in a 
mutually acceptable form; 


e An agreement to respect and apply 
the spirit of the federal Official 
Languages Act; 


e An indication that the recipient 
conforms to the federal 
government’s Conflict of Interest 
Guidelines. 


Recipients who receive a contribution 
will observe the administrative and 
financial guidelines as approved by 
Treasury Board. 


For more information, contact: 


Programs and Research Group 
Department of Justice Canada 
Justice Building 

239 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0H8 
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